Effective immunosuppressant therapy with cyclophosphamide and corticosteroids in paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration.
Paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration (PCD) is a rare immune mediated phenomenon often associated with cancer of the ovarian. Hitherto, tumor dissection is the mainstay in therapy while immunomodulatory treatment regimes often fail. Here we report on an 86 year old female patient who developed a severe pancerebellar syndrome. Clinical course, onconeural (anti-Yo) antibodies and detection of ovarian cancer suggest the assumption of PCD as the most probable diagnosis. We initiated a high-dose course of corticosteroids followed by a single dose of cyclophosphamide (600 mg/day). Surprisingly patient's condition improved and stabilized within days subsequent to cyclophosphamide application. This case demonstrates the benefit of immunosuppressive therapy in an anti-Yo positive patient with severe PCD secondary to an ovarian cancer.